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artists in this locality, and whose commendations I wish I had 
time to repeat, as I feel sure they would be highly gratifying to 
you. I do not know if the photographs of tile panels sent by this 
mail are likely to be of any service to you, but, if so, I have 
pleasure in placing them at your disposal. . . . 

W. P. Jervis, Stoke-upon-Trent; England. 
[We are under obligation to Mr. Jervis both for his friendly 
words and for the tile panel photographs, two of which we have 
had redrawn for production in the supplament to this number of 
The Art Amateur. — Ed.] 



TO EBONIZE OLD GILT FRAMES. 
Editor of Tlie Art Amateur : 

Sir : Is there any simple way to ebonize old gilt frames which 
have become too much rubbed to be presentable ? 

Mrs. F. H., Madison Avenue. 

Answer. — Yes. Scrape off the gilding, and after rubbing the 
surface smooth with sandpaper paint it with black Japan vamish. 
If one coat is not enough, add another when that is dry. The 
same simple process may be applied with equal success to small 
pieces of furniture. 

CRACKING OF WATER-COLORS ON SATIN. 
Editor of the Art Amateur : 

Sir : Do you know of any preparation which will prevent the 
cracking of water-colors applied to satin ? 

Meta, Albany, N. Y. 

Answer. — A drop of glycerine put into the water-color is said 
to be effective for the purpose ; and a drop of mucilage prepared 
by boiling quince-seeds is also recommended. 



Among jfo &m\m. 

Some exceedingly artistic looking clocks in polished 
bronze and polished brass have recently been made by Messrs. 
Mitchell, Vance & Co., elaborately finished by a new etching pro- 
cess of their own. The superfluous metal is burned away by the 
action of the acid applied by means of a powerful battery, and the - 
decoration is left in relief, beautifully marked, and without the 
employment of a graver's tool of any kind. In some cases the parts 
in relief are coated with oxide of silver. 



Supported on either side by a vase of the finely 
modelled Haviland faience to which reference was recently made 
under this heading, there stands in the comer show-window of 
Messrs. Davis Collamore & Co — if, indeed, it has not been sub- 
ject to one of the periodical kaleidoscopic changes of the season — a 



large and strikingly effective bowl of decorative faience, which bears 
a family resemblance to the Limoges ware, but is not of it. The 
new faience is made at Bordeaux and is decorated in a different 
manner from the Haviland faience, which, as we all know, is 
characterized by breadth of treatment in subject by the artist, whose 
aim is more for general effects of color than for the details of a 
painted picture. The piece of Bordeaux ware in question, how- 
ever — which may be taken as typical — while in itself highly deco- 
rative, has on either side an actual painting of positive interest and 
artistic merit. There are other pieces of the same kind almost as 
good, the best of the decorations bearing the signatures of Charles 
Volkmar and L. Pagano. Passing by shelves of superb Haviland 
faience, French majolica, bright-hued " old Vienna" plaques, deli- 
cately modelled pate-sur-pate with background of olive green and 
gold, Doulton stoneware, decorated by George Tinmouth, and 
with beautiful opalesque tints, we reach the rear of thestore, where 
we note two large old English plaques, recently decorated very 
cleverly — one we happen to remember being with an illustration 
of an incident in "Don Quixote" — and a small plaque beautifully 
painted by Ellen Mallam, an English amateur. Upstairs there is 
decorated china in great variety for table use, including some 
superbly painted Minton fish plates, by Mussil, and a charmingly 
decorated set of salad plates by Professor Lycett, of the Art School 
of St. Louis, who, for excellence in this specialty, is probably unri- 
valled in thiscountry. 



The bric-a-brac rooms of Watson & Co., in Union 
Square, are a veritable museum, where one can pass many an after- 
noon and not weary. Among the objects of especial beauty we 
noticed during a hurried visit recently was a delicate flask of Limoges 
enamel made in imitation of early Venetian glass. It is decorated 
by Louis Dalpayrat in a masterly manner with the semblance 
of iridescence wonderfully counterfeited. The study of this and 
other pieces of artistic copper enamels at these rooms will be a 
valuable accompaniment to our article on the subject of enamels 
on another page. The visitor in seeking out these objects must 
not fail to see an old copper Venetian cup and saucer richly 
enamelled inside and out, so that almost the entire surface seems 
studded with tiny jewels. 

" A Bit of Old Satsuma," a charming article by 
Mr. William Elliott Griffis for Lippincott's Magazine, is pre- 
sented, reprinted in pamphlet form, by Messrs. Gilman Collamore 
& Co. to their customers. Mr. Griffis, among writers for the 
press, is, perhaps, the first authority in this country on Japanese 
fictile art, and amateurs in the study of ceramics cannot do better 
than study his writings. The visitor to Collamore's, having read 
the little pamphlet referred to, can with satisfaction go through the 
show-rooms, where some admirable specimens of Satsuma are on 
exhibition, and examine them understandingly. Mr. Griffis 
quotes a recent writer of authority on Japanese fictile art as saying 
of Satsuma that hardly anything worthy of the collector's attention 



has been produced since 1868, the year of the revolution ; and that 
is perhaps not too much to say. The superiority of most of the 
pieces of old Satsuma over those of recent make of the same rela- 
tive market grade, not only as to decoration, but in the modelling 
and glazing, is apparent to even a tyro ; yet the old goods and the 
new — excepting, of course, pieces of especial age and merit — are 
invoiced at the same cost and are sold, except by bric-a-brac dealers, 
without distinction. We know of no safer investment for the col- 
lector than to select good pieces of old Satsuma at dealers' present 
prices wherever he can find them. 



Some very fine decorative work in terra cotta is 
being done by the works at the foot of Kneeland Street, Boston. 



On entering the store of M. J. Paillard & Co. it 
seems as if every object there is charged with music. You sit down 
on a chair and jump up in alarm at hearing music mysteriously 
proceeding from the seat. You cannot turn over the leaves of an 
album or examine a work-box, cigar-stand, or even a harmless 
looking decanter without trenching on the ground of the inevitable 
music-box. It is no longer necessary to be musical one's self in order 
to have music at home, and one need not be limited in selection as 
to airs. M. Paillard has recently patented an interchangeable 
cylinder music-box, which can be fitted for any number of cylinders 
and any number of airs. 

The American Lead Pencil Company is preparing 
for the market an ebony-finish pencil, which they have named the 
" Bric-a-brac." This must prove an attractive novelty both to 
artists and the general public. 

A most acceptable holiday gift (a remembrance 
" for all time") is the portrait of Milton, just published by M. 
T. Wynne, dealer in artists' materials, No. 75 East Thirteenth 
Street, New York. 

Kid gloves are now worn embroidered. Black kids, 
for evening wear, are worked with gold on the hand and arm, and 
are finished at the top with lace outlined with gold thread. Harris 
Brothers, the well-known manufacturers of this city, are making 
gloves with the top or cuff of kid in clever imitation of lace. 



" Te-nex-ine" is a new and excellent preparation, 
well worthy the attention of artists and others who wish an im- 
proved substitute for glue, mucilage, and cement. 



The New England Conservatory of Music at Boston, 
of which -Dr. Eben Tourjee is manager, continues to afford excel- 
lent instruction at nominal rates to large numbers of students. 




Rogers' Groups of Statuary 

AT 

23 UNION SQUARE, 

New York. 

Average price about $15. 

These groups are of a suita- 
ble size lor parlor ornaments, 
and are packed without extra 
charge to go, with entire safety, 
to anypart of the world. 

The Balcony (see cut) is a new 
group, 32 inches high, price $25. 
It represents some street musi- 
cians under a balcony, on which 
are a lady and child. This group 
can be placed in a niche if de- 
sired. . . . 
K3l Catalogues can be had on ap- 
X <-f : plication, or will be mailed by 
*• enclosing 10 cents to 

JOHN ROGERS, 23 Union Square, H. Y. 
Visitors are always welcome. 



[Established 1840.] 

LONDON BOOKS. 



7L L IWFEEc, 

138 Fulton St., New York, 

OFFERS A VERY 

Large and Choice Collection 



in all Departments of Literature, in various and 
fine bindings, and of Sterling Worth and Perma- 
nent Value, suitable for 

Having a London Branch, we are enabled to 
offer our importations less the various commissions 
and charges paid to Agents by other dealers, afford- 
ing, in this respect, a favorable opportunity to 
American buyers. 

Now Ready: Descriptive List, 

with prices annexed, of a large and valuable invoice 
recently received, comprising every variety of 
books. Catalogues mailed gratis on application to 
subscriber. 

A. L. LUYSTER, 

Importer of English, and Foreign Boohs, 

138 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK, 

IO Silver Street, London, Eng. 



Christmas Presents. 



"What Present shall I give 
my friend?" 



A high-class framed Engraving is very 
appropriate. It is sure to be valued by per- 
sons of taste and refinement, and it is of 
permanent and increasing value. The older 
Engravings, from their scarcity and high 
artistic merit, are specially suitable for pres- 
ents. Fine Engravings, suitably framed, 
from $8.00 each. Artistic Etchings, with 
frame, from $3.00 each. 

Frederick Keppel, 

243 Broadway, New York. 

A select and rich collection of rare Engravings 
and Etchings will be found at the rooms of 

Hermann Wunderlich & Co,, 

880 Broadway, New York. 

The assortment comprises the masterpieces of 
Rembrandt, Durer, Schoengauer, Lucas van Leyden, 
Raimondi, and others. It also contains exquisite 
proofs by Morghen, Toschi, Longhi, Desnoyer, 
Wille, Sharp, Masson, Nanteuil, Edelinck, etc. 

A large selection of Etchings by S. Haden, 
Whistler, Tissot, Millet, Meryon, etc. 

On receipt of reference goods will be sent for 
inspection. 

PRICES MODERATE. 

DEXTER'S 

Old Print Shop, 

1315 BROADWAY. 

(Daly's Theatre Building.) | 

RARE ENGRAVINGS and ETCHINGS. ! 

Portraits for Book Illustrations. 1 



GEO. KIRCHNER & CO., 

865 BROADWAY, 

PUBLISHERS AND IMPORTERS OF 

FINE ART BOOKS, 

Engravings and Photographs. 

LARGEST COLLECTIONS OF THE WORKS OF THE OLD 
AND MODERN MASTERS. 

Catalogues on Application. 



J, 10 MTErUTES PBOM 14th ST. JL 

^ BENEDICT'S TIME. 



BENEDICT B^0¥KE^, 

Keepers of the City Time. 
IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS. 



Fine Watches, Precious Stones, Jewelry, 
and Sterling Silver. 

t *DIflJfl6]\IDS-rff*jSPECi;aii?P¥<H 

WHITE GEMS AT LOW PRICES. 

AGENTS FOR -WALTHAM WATCHES. 

Notice: Our Only Store is in the 

BENEDICT BUILDING, 

171 Broadway, corner Cortlandt Street. 

♦ The Sixth Ave. Elevated R. R. stops at Cortlandt J^ 
Street, near the Benedict Building. ^F 



ESTERBRO OK'S 

The Most Popul 
STEEL PE 
In Use. 




HARRIS BROTHERS, 

EXCLUSIVE 

877 BROADWAY, 

Bet. 18th and 19th Sts, NEW YORK. 

VARIETY, QUALITY, AND PRICES UNSURPASSED. 



SELia, 



IMPORTER OF 

GERMAN ZEPHYR AND ENGLISH CREWEL 

Point and Honlton Lace Braids, and all materials 

fur needlework. 

Black and Colored Silk and Chenille and Beaded Fringes, 

Galoons, Gimps, Buttons, and Ornaments 

No. 813 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

Designing- and Embroidering Done. 
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CELEBRATED HATS. 

174 FIFTH ATE., bet. 22d and 23d Sts., and 
169 BBOADWAY, near Cortlandt St., 

NEW YORK. 
Correct Styles, Extra Quality. 

IL.DIES' RIDING AND WALKING HATS, 



E3TERBROOK STEEL PEN CO. 

Works , Camden, N. J. 26 John St., New York. 



Grannis, the well-known Art Critic, said : " There is 
as much artistic beauty in one of Dunlap's hats as there 
is in one of Meissonier*s paintings."— New York Com- 
mercial A dvertistr. 



